Shelby County Treasurer - Erica Firnhaber

From: Shelby County Treasurer - Erica Firnhaber
Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2024 10:30 AM

=, Hbenford@benfordbrowncor

Subject: FW: Final Report of State's Attorney Hanlon
Alyssia,

This is the report that Robert Hanlon submitted to county board regarding the Dive Team funds that were returned
to the county.

Thank you,

Erica Firnhaber
Shelby County Treasurer
P.O. Box 326
Shelbyville, IL 62565
217-774-3841

From: Shelby County Board Chair - Bobby Orman <shcoboardchair@shelbycounty-il.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2024 9:33 AM

To: Shelby County Treasurer - Erica Firnhaber <shcotre@shelbycounty-il.gov>

Subject: FWD: Final Report of State's Attorney Hanlon

See report below
Thanks

From: "Shelby County States Attorney - Robert Hanlon" <statesattorney@shelbycounty-il.gov>
Sent: 5/8/24 3:49 PM

To: Shelby County Board Chair - Bobby Orman<shcoboardchair@shelbycounty-il.gov>
Subject: Final Report of State's Attorney Hanlon

Dear Mr. Orman:

Please let this E-mail serve as my final report to you concerning matters that impact Shelby County.

Dive Team Funds and refusal to properly respond to FOIA request:

Funds:



Pursuant to an investigation that my office conducted, | learned of funds and checks that were intended to go to the
dive team which were inadvertently deposited in a different entities account. Pursuant to my efforts, today |
recovered the sum of $24,703.94. This sum was tendered to my office in the form of a cashiers check payable to
the Shelby County Treasurer. The amounts tendered represent all funds that | believe were inadvertently diverted to
the incorrect entity but should have been deposited in the dive team account with the Treasurer.

A significant amount of cash recovered from the Dive Shed is currently being held by the Sheriff in evidence by the
Shelby County Sheriff. The State’s Attorney to succeed me will have to file the appropriate action to get an order to
tender the funds to the Treasurer.

In my investigation, | discovered no fact to suggest to me that any individual obtained personal benefit of the
diversion of the funds of the Dive Team to the other entity. Therefore the individuals responsible for the diversion
were not charged criminally. There remains time on the Statute of Limitations should my successor elect to
advance a criminal charge.

FOIA

Mr. Kirk Allen submitted a FOIA request for various documents of the Dive Team. Mr. Pritchard previously filed a
police report concerning the applicable records of the Dive Team, making admissions as to his possession of the
documents. In a e-mail response to Mr. Allen’s FOIA request, Mr. Prichard provided a snarky non-compliant
response. Upon being advised by me to properly respond, he elected not to respond. The failure to comply will
likely result in civil action being undertaken to compel compliance with the lawful request of Mr. Allen. As it stands,
Mr. Prichard’s willful and wanton disregard of the FOIA request has no less than 9 statutory violations which the
county could face between $2,500 and $5,000 for each violation. | personally know that Mr. Allen has several law
firms that like to advance these kinds of cases. Since Mr. Prichard refuses to comply with the FOIA act and the
Board has appointed him Dive Team Commander, he could be charged with official misconduct. Why he takes his
sophomoric position is beyond me. But | can assure you, that Mr. Allen is well positioned to extract civil penalties for
the knowing willful non-compliance.

To Summarize the risk to the county the maximum right now is $45,000 Plus Attorney Fees and Costs, all because
he does not wish to follow the law or the specific direction | provided to him.

Shelby County Supervisor of Assessments.

During my term of office | came to learn, (outside of the grand jury) that a scheme and artifice to avoid the Board of
Review existed. That artifice was facilitated by the intentional falsification of Certificates of Error whereby the Clerks
in the Sup. Ass. Office either signed Certificates of Error on behalf of the Board of Review Members or the clerk
used pre-signed blank forms circumventing the entire BOR process. After | began looking into this practice, |
believe the practice ended. | also believe the creation of the false documents was the product of ignorance and not
of a criminal intent. Thus, | declined to commence criminal prosecution of the Supervisor of Assessments. | cannot
disclose the substance of the Grand Jury Testimony or the Grand Jury’s investigation. Suffice to say | believe the
new State’s Attorney can review the material available to determine if she wishes to elect to advance a charge.
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Markedly under assessed parcels. In my review of property records and applicable taxes and assessments, there
are a number of parcels in Shelby County that are obviously under assessed. (properties sold for over $1,000,000
with assessed market values well below sales price). It is also clear that the Supervisor of Assessments needs
education on assessment of riparian rights. The Lithia Springs Marina should have a complete market analysis
completed so that a fair share assessment is properly estimated. The State’s Attorney could subpoena various
records of the Property owner that would help in estimating the market value of various properties. So far the Sup
Ass has not requested that assistance. Despite the recent dramatic increase in assessment on Lithia Springs
Marina, it is clear to me, having previously served as an in house appraiser for First Chicago, that the valuation of
the riparian rights is grossly insufficient. The Riparian rights are enormous and are not reflected in the Assessed
valuation by any reasonable means.

My office however lacked sufficient time to initiate steps to cure this problem, but statutory remedies exist for
properties that are obviously undervalued.

County Clerk’s Office

It came to my attention that the objection petition filed by Mr. Boehm was highly irregular. Mr. Boehm acknowledged
in the hearing on the Objection Petition that he did not have all of the necessary paperwork for his petition. Video
Footage available to myself and the court demonstrate that Mr. Boehm entered the building with less than a minute
to spare to file his objection and did not possess any papers upon entry. In addition the Clerk’s clock was checked
for its relationship to the time on the video. A test of that correlation revealed that there was no significant deviation
between clocks and therefore the time indicated in hand writing on the petition was erroneous. | declined to charge
any person and | informed the Clerk of the need to manage her office with out irregularities such as this. No grand
jury material was used in providing this information to you. Additionally, | have suggested that the clerk utilize an
electronic time stamp machine for stamping electoral documents.

Issues exist with respect to a clear unfair labor practice of the Union and it has implication on the County as a
whole. That is, the County executed a labor agreement with a defined bargaining unit. That defined bargaining unit
encompasses individuals from the Clerk’s office and the Supervisor of Assessment office, the Treasurer’s office and
the Highway Department. Unfortunately, the Union in violation of its duties to the whole bargaining unit negotiated a
MOU with the Highway Department and the Board approved.

Declined Charges:

Each of us enjoys the presumption of innocence. Therefore it is not necessary for a State’s Attorney to declare that
an individual is innocent. That said, despite numerous individuals requesting that | charge Mr. Spessard, | declined
to prosecute Alan Spessard. Although | do not wish to delve into the particulars of his conduct, | declined to charge
based on what | believed was within my discretion. However, had | been the State’s Attorney at the time of the
misconduct alleged and facts reflected in the investigation, | would have charged Mr. Spessard.

Shelby County State’s Attorney



Robert T. Hanlon

301 E. Main St
Shelbyville, IL. 62565
(217) 774-5511

(217) 273-5291

statesattorney(@shelbycounty-il.gov




